Mr, Blankenship stated that he found some cracks in
the roof and he instructed evening shift foreman Burgess
to install some "turn cribs" to support the roof and to
allow "a hallway to work No. 1 Face" (Tr. 299).  He described
the area on exhibit R-7, and he stated that he gave Mr. Burgess
a sketch, and also gave one to the "hoot owl" shift supervised
by Mr. Myers.  Mr. Myers sent Mr. Gravely to install the
cribs, but they were not installed according to his instructions
and the sketch, and he explained how they were installed
(Tr. 301-303).

Mr. Blankenship stated that when he returned to the
area the next morning, July 27, he found that the cribs had
been installed improperly and contrary to his instructions.
He examined the roof, and while it did not look any worse
he decided to let Mr. Gravely's "hoot owl" shift install
additional cribs in the way he had explained the day before.
He personally drew a diagram on a yellow pad and told him
how he wanted the roof cribs installed.  At that time no
danger board had been put up, and he does not know when the
board was put up or who put it up.  He was aware of a danger
board in the No. 2 entry approximately 130 to 140 feet out
by the bad top area (Tr. 306).

Mr. Blankenship stated that when Mr. Gravely went to
the area which he sketched out for him, he found a danger
board and started his work at that point.  Mr. Blankenship
believed the danger board "was put or set much too far out
by the bad top/1 and six hours after his shift the top in
the No. 1 entry intersection fell in, and it sheared off at
the extension over the area where the cribs had been installed.
Mr. Blankenship stated that there was no doubt that the fall
would not have occurred if his initial orders to install
"turn cribs" had been followed (Tr. 308).

Mr. Blankenship stated that at the time the roof
condition initially developed it was possible to approach
the intersection from two directions.  He stated that six
cribs were set in the No. 1 entry along the left rib, but
there was still room,to take a piece of equipment up to the
entry.  There was no danger board at the approach to the
No. 1 entry, and the only danger board was set at the No. 2
entry (Tr. 309).

When asked whether it would have been unsafe for
Mr. Gravely and his crew to have done anything that he either
ordered or asked him to do in regard to the roof situation,
Mr. Blankenship responded as follows (Tr. 309-310):

80d did anyone direct you to go into
